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The cranes overhead have been busy for the past few years. For one development company alone 
- Vulcan Real Estate, owned by the co-founder of Microsoft, Paul Allen - these cranes have built 
more than 5 million square feet worth of buildings (Levy 2014).With more to come, there’s a mess 

of construction sites below. For the past few decades, Seattle’s South Lake Union, has been undergoing a 
renaissance. What had been a declining industrial precinct between downtown and Lake Union, became a 
beneficiary of major investments, visions and commitments to reconstruct this piece of land into a vibrant 
and prosporous urban community with a culture of innovation (Vulcan Real Estate 2014). 
 Like many major redevelopment areas, South Lake Union (SLU) continues to be subject to criticism. 
From project inception, urban commentators have questioned the supply of affordable housing, open 
space and schools - where are these on the plan? Simultaneously some have complained the neighbourhood 
is grossly over-designed, sterile, homogenous, inauthentic boring or over-developed. The community 
has inquired about the extent of investment and direction of funds, aprehensive of the value of the 
redevelopment to the rest of the city. They raised doubts as to whether the $50 million absorbed into the 
development of the 2.6 mile new street car line through SLU (the first public transit fixed rail development 
of its kind in Seattle’s recent history) was worth it when so few would directly benefit. A street car with a 
mere 11 stops is not city shaping they argued; they could identify other urgent transit needs which would 
provide life changing benefits to Seattleites. As expected, the extensive refurbishment of the area has been 
disruptive and inconvenient to residents and businesses. They have faced a degree of uncertainty - how 
exactly will their community (or broader city) look and feel once all the holes in the ground are developed? 
What amenities will they be able to access? Until the construction and infrastructure projects are done, they 
are affected daily by road blockages, detours, noise and dust. 
 With such an overhaul, the redevelopment had to avoid destructing the identity and culture of 
the city. The visionaries behind the redevelopment continue to express their committment to cultivating a 
neighborhood which extends and develops its own personality beyond the master plan. SLU endeavours to 
offer a physical improvement upon what it was - promising a new quality of life.  
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Seattle’s memories of SLU, their 
past and present connections and 
their ongoing questioning of the 

development processes and outcomes  
are imperative to the emerging narrative 
of Seatle’s shiniest neighbourhood. 
It is this context (the history, the 
human relationship with this place 
and community expectations) which 
thoroughly tests the definition of success 
of the largest urban regeneration project 
in Seattle’s recent history. The profile of 
what is there now provides insight into the 
character of this changing area.  

Seattle is the largest city in the state of Washington, located in the Pacific North 
West region of the United States of America. South Lake Union is located to the 
immediate north of downtown Seattle, abutting the southern banks of Lake Union. 
It is adjacent to Queen Anne, Westlake and Capitol Hill (the latter from which is 
separated by the I-5 Highway). South Lake Union’s diverse urban character reflects 
the transition from predominantly maratime industries to “innovative” industries.  

Brief timeline 
From Seattle’s early days, the SLU area was predominated by low-
rise warehouses associated with the maritime industry (Johnson and 
Wingfield 2013). Significant factories located around the shores of 
Lake Union - most notably, Boeing and the Model T assembly plant 
for Ford Motors (Levy 2014). 

In the 1990s, John Hinterberger, a columnist for the Seattle Times, 
proposed a concept for the ‘Seattle Commons’, a 61 acre park 
extending from downtown Seattle to Lake Union. Development 
company Vulcan Real Estate (Vulcan), owned by co-founder of 
Microsoft, Paul Allen, helped the non-profit advocating for the 
development of the park to finance the acquisition of land for the 
project. Allen intended to forgive his loan if voters approved the 
proposal when it went to ballot. Seattle residents were invited to 
cast their votes on the Seattle Commons vision in 1995 and 1996. On 
both occasions the proposal was rejected. The non-profit defaulted 
on their loan to Vulcan. As a result, the land reverted to Vulcan’s 
ownership and the company began to buy up more land in the area 
(Levy 2014; Johnson and Wingfield 2013; Berg 2014; and Brown 
2014). The vision for the redevelopment of SLU changed. Most 
notably, the central linear park was not included in the reworked 
development concept, but this did not deter interest.   

The Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center moved its 
headquarters to SLU in the early 1990s and many biotech firms 
followed. In 2007 Amazon announced its movement into the area 
and intention to occupy several buildings. As the economic crash 
of 2008 affected the viability of many real estate development 
projects across the United States, Vulcan was able to proceed 
with the certainty and scale of Amazon as a tenant occupying 11 
buildings. According to Lori Mason Curran of Vulcan, SLU “was one 
of the only places in the country where that much development was 
happening” (Levy 2014). 
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INNOVATION 
Jobs -
~33,000 (City of Seattle 2014). 
It is projected that businesses will 
generate 50,000 jobs eventually (Discover 
SLU a).
Value - 
~$3 billion in sales revenue is generated 
in SLU each year. The area boasts 55 
business which produce annual sales in 
excess of $10 million. It is projected that 
businesses will generate almost $900 
million in annual tax revenue (Discover 
SLU a). 
Major companies & institutions - 
Vulcan Real Estate 
Amazon 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center
Zymogenetics
Battelle
Seattle Biomedical Research Institute
Seattle Children’s Hospital (research lab)
PATH
Bio-Rad
Northeastern University 
University of Washington Medicine 
(shown pictured). 

 

 

South Lake Union is considered a successful example of an “innovation district” (Brookings 
2014). The innovation clusters which attracted the top tech companies in the USA over the past 
50 years were characteristically built from scratch in ‘suburban corridors of spatially isolated 

corporate campuses, accessible only by car, with little emphasis on the quality of life or on integrating 
work, housing, and recreation’ (Brookings 2014). The development of these business parks often 
had little consideration of where employees lived nor how they would commute sustainably to their 
work places. In contrast, SLU succesfully integrates a mix of research laboratories, medical facilities, 
major businesses and educational institutions, as well as housing and retail with the urban fabric of 
downtown Seattle. The form of development prioritises access by foot, bike or public transportation. 
It is suggested that compared to the prevailing innovation hub model, the SLU approach has potential 
for a significantly reduced environmental impact, notably minimising the need for urban sprawl and 
environmental degradation by revitalising an existing precinct. The dense layout of buildings for housing 
and employment and the re-use of existing transportation, service infrastructure and historic buildings 
reduces carbon emissions and capitalises on efficient use of resources (Brookings 2014).  
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Amazon presently occupies nearly 2 million square feet in SLU (Levy 2014). Their positioning 
reflects a changing preference of the top technology and innovation companies and a changing 
spatial organization of innovation clusters in the USA (Brookings 2014). Major companies are 

chosing to co-locate in the “compact, amenity-rich enclaves” of central cities instead of green-field sites 
(Brookings 2014).  Brookings refers to the new urban model as “innovation districts” where leading anchor 
organizations cluster with business start-ups, incubators and accelerators in areas which are “physically 
compact, transit-accessible, and technically-wired and offer mixed-use housing, office, and retail” (Brookings 
2014). Innovators are attracted to these areas to be close to other firms, labs and universities, where they can 
practise “open innovation”, where ideas and knowledge are more easily shared (Brookings 2014). Employees 
are attracted to these areas as they can find a mix of housing and retail at the doorstep of their office. The 
ease of walking, cycling or public transit provides allows for a commute to work which avoids congestion. 
The architecture of technology has transitioned - from industrial districts to suburban science parks and 
now innovation districts - each form has been influenced by the demographics, culture and economics 
of their day. It would seem that this new form values the notion of “place-making” compared to previous 
models. The suggested benefits of the integration of innovation clusters with the fabric of the city include 
the ability of employees to access culture and diverse activities during breaks and after work, and their ability 
to change jobs more easily compared to non-urban employment areas due to a high job density (Brookings 
2014). Vulcan Real Estate has been a significant choreographer of this city shaping innovation district. In 
2013 the company owned approximately 60 acres of land in SLU (Vulcan Real Estate 2013). The success 
of Vulcan (or SLU) has been in its ability to both attract and retain notable companies which continue to 
push the boundaries and boost our knowledge. It has achieved this through its urban development model 
which offers integrated land uses, diverse community activities, a vibrant public realm and sustainable 
transportation options. These qualities and amenities make SLU an inviting place and prevent the area from 
becoming a technology enclave predominated by “Amazonians”.
A long-term commitment to green
The SLU redevelopment project offered an opportunity 
for innovation in architecture. With SLU boasting more 
LEED-certified buildings either constructed or planned 
than anywhere else in the city, the neighbourhood 
claims that “green” “isn’t a marketing catchword” 
but a “full-time, long-time serious commitment” 
(Discover SLU b). In a first for the State of Washington, 
the plan for SLU achieved LEED for Neighbourhood 
Development certification from the US Green Building 
Council (Vulcan Real Estate 2011). The certification is 
the first national system for assessing the environmental 
performance and design at a neighbourhood scale. 
The rating process integrates consideration of transit-
oriented design, proximity to services, amenities and 
jobs, as well as green construction, technology and 
innovation. The assessment includes a variety of criteria 
considering brownfield redevelopment, residential 
density, proximity to employment and transit, reduced 
car dependence, diversity of housing types, access to 
active open spaces, walkable streets, reuse of historic 
buildings, and comprehensive waste management - 
which lowers the carbon footprint of a neighbourhood 
(Vulcan Real Estate 2011). A significant proportion of 
SLU’s total square footage comprise LEED certified 
buildings - “approximately 70 percent of the nearly 2 
million square feet of buildings delivered since 2009 have 
achieved LEED certification” (Vulcan Real Estate 2011). 
Other key achievements include the development of the 
Alycone building as the first LEED apartment building 
in Seattle; the Seattle Biomedical Research Institute as 
one of the first silver-level LEED lab buildings in the USA; 
and designing Yale Avenue as part of the Green Streets 
project with City of Seattle. 
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TRANSIT 
Walking - 
Wide pedestrian paths along newly 
developed buildings. Improvements to 
pedestrian paths where old buildings are 
still used are needed. 
Walk score - 97. With this score, SLU is a 
‘Walker’s Paradise. Daily errands do not 
require a car’ (Walk Score). 
Bicycle - 
Bike score - 86. This score means the area 
is ‘Very Bikeable. Biking is convenient for 
most trips’ (Walk Score). 
Many public bike racks. 
Bike fixing kiosk. 
6 Pronto bike-share stations.
New Chesiahud Loop - 6 mile loop around 
Lake Union - connects to Burke-Gilman 
Trail. 
Car - 
15 Zip Car sharing stations. 
Serviced by Car2Go. 
Several electric vehicle charging stations. 
Public Transit - 
Street car to downtown (and with the Link 
Lightrail to Sea-Tac Airport). 
Approximately 50 bus routes service the 
area. 
Transit score - 98. This score denotes 
a ‘Rider’s Paradise. World-class public 
transportation’ (Walk Score). 

The denser built form of SLU and anticipated residential 
and employment populations, enables the viability of public 
transportation. The South Lake Union Streetcar route runs 

2.6 miles (approximately 4.2km) to downtown with 11 stops. A City 
Lab article recently commented, due to the track design, “its forward 
progress is limited by cars and buses and anything else on the roads. 
Cars turning at corners, morning traffic congestion, random double-
parked cop cars - any of these routine impediments can slow a streetcar 
enough that sometimes it would be faster to get out and walk” (Berg 
2014). While the area’s attempt to re-introduce the streetcar may 
seem fairly light on, it has lead the way for other similar projects. For 
a city that relies on a network of poorly funded buses this is a step 
in the right direction. The vision for the development of the street 
car is attributed to Paul Allen and his development company Vulcan 
Real Estate in the late 1990s (Berg 2014). Allen identified Portland’s 
Pearl District as a model for the redevelopment of SLU. The success 
of the area’s redevelopment was often credited to the streetcar route 
constructed in 2001 which travels from the Pearl District to downtown 
Portland (Berg 2014). Vulcan’s efforts to build a street car included 
encouraging the City of Seattle to approve a Local Improvement 
District along properties directly near the proposed route. The LID 
generated approximately $25 million as a result of increased property 
taxes. This funded around half of the project. The remainder was 
financed by state and federal money. The streetcar started running in 
2007, and is estimated to have a peak summer weekday ridership of 
around 3,000 people (Berg 2014). Despite criticism as to the need for 
such a short route, it is suggested that the streetcar was a key attractor 
for Amazon and useful in enticing other tenants such as Microsoft 
and Group Health to SLU (Berg 2014). In addition, the streetcar may 
have helped to initiate other public transit investments for the city. 
Berg says: “Less than a year after the South Lake Union line began 
operations, voters approved a ballot measure to increase the region’s 
sales tax and create a nearly $18 billion fund to build a variety of 
transit projects, including bus and commuter rail, an expansion of the 
light rail system, and a second streetcar line” (Berg 2014). 
 According to Walk Score, SLU provides a high quality 
environment for walking, cycling and catching public transportation. 
The area is designed with a focus on encouraging people out of their 
cars - lanes are narrow and street parking is limited in exchange for 
wider pedestrian paths, bike lanes and street seating. If residents or 
workers feel the need to drive for convenience from time to time, car 
share options are abundant. Presently, there are pockets which are yet 
to be developed which don’t feature the generous pedestrian pathways 
and street-side seating surrounded by landscaping. There areas offer 
opportunities to extend the human-oriented street-scaping. 
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PUBLIC REALM
Parks - 
Denny Park (1883) - 4.6 acres
Lake Union Park (2010) - 12 acres
Cascade Playground (1926) and P-Patch 
Community Garden - 1.9 acres
Street scapes - 
Bike lanes on several streets
Landscaping on streets outside new 
developments
Mercer Street re-alignment providing 
improved connection to Lake Union
Plazas -
Amazon Campus Grand Plaza
Through links at University of Washington 
Medicine

Seattle’s oldest park, Denny Park, is nestled on the southern boundary of  South Lake Union adjacent to 
downtown Seattle. SLU’s newest park is at the northern end of the neighbourhood. In 2000, the US Navy 
transferred the deed to five acres of land on the north shore of Lake Union to Seattle Parks and Recreation. 

This enabled the development of a 12 acre park which opened in 2010 (City of Seattle c). Lake Union Park 
provides a connection between the water, the city, the urban redevelopment of SLU and the area’s past cultural 
and industrial heritage. The park comprises the Historic Ships Wharf and the Center for Wooden Boats. Both 
enable visitors to learn of the maritime history of the Pacific North West. Vistors can learn boat-building, 
hire boats, attend events, classes and festivals. The Naval Reserve Building houses the Museum of History and 
Industry, which showcases the development of the region.   
 A key success of SLU has been reconnecting downtown to the shore of Lake Union. This has been 
achieved through the revitalization of the industrial neighbourhood, the redevelopment of a parkland at the 
shoreline, as well as the investment in the re-routing of Mercer Street which had been a significant pedestrian 
barrier.   
 In addition to the green spaces on the north and south edges of SLU, several public throughways 
between private buildings provide additional pedestrian spaces and open out to plazas. While they enhance 
the permability and walkability of the area, these plazas and through links are often programmed with 
activities. These interactive spaces encourage people to congregate and socialize. As the residential and business 
communities grow, the opportunities to bump into others increases. Unexpected human connections create 
life on the street. These encounters possibly filter back inside to the knowledge industry campuses, helping to 
generate a flow of new ideas. In the reconstructed parts of SLU blank spaces are minimized, pedestrian paths are 
wide and landscaped; this is contrasted with the unchanged pieces, where pre-existing warehouses still operate. 
Although these areas suffer from a less vibrant public realm and street experience they give some authenticity 
to the neighbourhood by creating diversity in the architectural style, form and land use. New buildings are 
interspersed with a handful of older buildings, creating layers to the emerging neighbourhood. 
 Where new development has been focused, pedestrian paths are wide and landscaped. The streets 
accommodate comfortable bike lanes and narrow lanes for traffic. Seating and bike racks are well utilized. 
The plazas incorporate chairs and tables (often with umbrellas); they are designed to be multifunctional for 
events and activities. There are visions to expand the public realm in SLU. Vulcan Real Estate has a proposal 
to redevelop Eighth Street between Denny Park (two blocks to the south) and South Lake Union to the north 
into a ‘woonerf ’ - a pedestrian oriented street decorated with small parks to cause drivers to slow their speed and 
enhance safety for pedestrians and cyclists (Stiles 2014). 
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Along with the skyline and sidewalk, community life has been changing in SLU. The area was not 
empty; there was an existing community. Despite this, some commentators express that before wholesale 
redevelopment, many Seattleites avoided the area - there was no reason for them to visit. If there is truth 

to this, now they have many reasons to visit with offices, shops, trendy cafes, bars and restaurants springing 
up in new buildings and old warehouses. Nurturing an existing community whilst an area undergoes such 
radical change requires consideration for appropriate amenities. The ingredients which are often attributed 
with supporting an enriching, diverse and equitable local community life include public schools, community 
gathering spaces, libraries, markets, public and community art, aged care and affordable housing. In many 
emerging areas, there is often scrutiny of the processes to deliver much needed community amenities. Developers 
are considered to want to turn maximum profit which reduces the likelihood of such infrastructure being 
prioritized. SLU was planned to attract high-tech jobs, and therefore educated and well-paid professionals. The 
education, lifestyle and disposable income of this ‘market’ perhaps shaped the type of infrastructure in SLU.

COMMUNITY
Attractions - 
Museum of History and Industry
Center for Wooden Boats
Lake Union
Public art - 
18 public art works. The area has a self 
guided art tour map. 
SLU Art Walk showcases the art and artists 
of the neighbourhood. 
Local discount card -
A free SLU Card offers local discounts.   
Events - 
South Lake Union Block Party
Wooden Boat Festival
Education -  
Cornish College of the Arts
Northeastern University
The School of Visual Concepts
Cortiva Institute
Morningside Acadamey 
Spruce Street School 
Affordable housing -   
~30 beds for parents and children 
requiring emergency shelter.
~49 apartments for low income seniors. 
~276 apartments for low-income 
households and families who are homeless 
(or at risk)
Rent subsidised apartments are available 
within several developments. 
Vulcan contributed $6.4 million to the City 
of Seattle’s affordable housing fund. 
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The concentration of upscale luxury apartments evoked community concern that SLU would become a 
wealthy enclave of Seattle. As Seattle has become one of the 10 most expensive cities for renting in the 
USA, Mayor Ed Murray is concerned about housing affordability across the city. He stated that it is a 

policy priority to “close the income inequality gap” (Balk 2014; Stiles 2014a; and City of Seattle 2014b). Murray 
is concerned that many low and middle-income families experience difficulties living and working in Seattle, 
one of the fastest growing cities in America (City of Seattle 2014b). An additional 120,000 new residents are 
anticipated to move to Seattle in the next 20 years, compounding the concern for the cost and availability of 
housing (City of Seattle 2014b; The Seattle Times 2014). 
 Despite SLU’s abudance of expensive apartments, in recent years, the neighbourhood has been a focus 
for relieving pressures for affordable housing supply in the city. In 2013 the City of Seattle approved an incentive 
zoning program for SLU in which developments could be allowed additional floor area or height in exchange 
for providing affordable housing and participating in a regional transfer of development rights. The initiative 
is considered to facilitate increased density and building heights to provide for affordable housing and new 
infrastructure investment. The program is anticipated to provide capacity for up to 12,000 households as well 
as 22,000 jobs over the next 20 years. It is projected to generate $45 million for affordable housing, $27 million 
for infrastructure investments, and preserve 25,000 acres of rural farm and forest land over the next 25 years 
(City of Seattle 2013). There are several examples of affordable housing in SLU. The area has several buildings 
accommodating people who earn below the median income for the region, and a small but significant supply 
of housing specifically for low-income seniors and an even smaller supply of crisis accommodation. These 
developments assist to house and welcome a diverse community in the emerging neighbourhood, as well as 
respond to an increasing challenge facing the Seattle region as housing prices continue to escalate. 
Crisis accommodation
A $200,000 grant from the City of Seattle contributed to the 
opening of Bianca’s Place, a night shelter which supports up to 30 
homeless parents with children. The shelter opened in May 2014 
in a vacant building owned by PEMCO Insurance which is offered 
rent-free for 18 months (Discover SLU 2014). 
Affordable housing 
The Bart Harvey complex caters to low-income seniors providing 
49 studio and one-bedroom units in addition to a green roof, pea 
patch (a community vegetable garden), community room and 
library. 10 units are exclusive for previously homeless seniors and 
10 are for seniors with a disability (Low Income Housing Institute a). 
The recently completed Compass on Dexter offers 72 apartments 
(33 one bedroom, 29 two bedroom and 10 three bedroom) for the 
formerly homeless and people with low-incomes (Stiles 2014a). Rent 
is charged according to tenant income and apartment size with 41 
apartments subsidized for people who make less than $18,500 per 
year. The development also includes community rooms, a children’s 
play room, and an internal courtyard with a play space (Stiles 2014; 
Compass Housing Alliance). 
The Denny Park Apartments offer 50 units for people earning 
between 30-60% of the area’s median income. 8 units are for 
currently homeless families with minor children (Low Income 
Housing Institute b). 
The Jensen Block Apartments has 30 units (21 studios and 9 one 
bedrooms) for individuals and couples earning 40% of the area’s 
median income. Residents are required to be involved in the 
building’s management and operations by participating on the 
‘Resident Council’ and attending a monthly meeting in which all 
major decisions are made. Each household also contributes 5 hours 
per month to the building’s maintenance (Low Income Housing 
Institute c). 
The Lakeview Apartments provides 59 units for rent for people 
earning between 30-60% of the area’s median income. The 
block comprises 9 studios, 37 one bedrooms, 13 two bedroom 
apartments and townhouses (Low Income Housing Institute d). 
The Casa Pacifica Apartments provide 65 studio, one and two 
bedroom apartments for households earning below 50-60% of the 
area’s median income (Bellwether).  
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Community amenities in SLU are evolving. 
Some elements are not yet fully established 
or committed to - and won’t be until the 

area is further populated. Others are designed to 
attract visitors to the area. A public school is yet to 
be delivered in South Lake Union or the downtown 
vicinity, despite several promising conversations over 
the years between various mayors, developers and 
Seattle Public Schools. While the area predominantly 
attracts young professionals there is indication that 
the population of children living in SLU will grow 
substantially. Although the City of Seattle has allocated 
$5 million to deliver an elementary school,“planners 
are wrestling with a chicken-or-egg dilemma.” (Johnson 
and Wingfield 2013). Planners fear that a new school is 
at risk of being empty, however, “waiting until the need 
arises might be too late if young families start moving 
elsewhere” (Johnson and Wingfield 2013). The private 
Spruce Street School is closeby, offering yearly tuition 
for in excess of $20,000. It is likely that a lack of public 
school in the area may put surrounding schools under 
pressure in the future - alternatively, it may pressure 
families to move out of the area.
 In contrast, there are elements which set 
SLU apart from other Seattle neighbourhoods. 
Vulcan Real Estate has a policy that 0.5% of their 
constuction costs are used for public art. This has 
resulted in the commission of approximately 18 
public artworks (Daily Journal of Commerce 2014; 
Graves 2014). The neighbourhood has many beautiful 
examples of public art by notable artists including 
Buster Simpson. The most recent addition is Spencer 
Finch’s ‘There is another sky’, a glass canopy over two 
office buildings and an alley. The piece, intended to 
evoke the experience of being in a forest, comprises 
sculptures, water features, landscaping, heated seats 
and LED-lights (the latter are to appear like fireflies 
when illuminated at night). The area has its own self-
guided art tour map to assist visitors and an art walk. 
In addition, from June to October, Seattle’s famous 
Pike Place Market hosts an ‘Express’ farmers market 
every Thursday. The pop-up market activates a 
walk-through plaza at the base of one of Amazon’s 
buildings with colourful stalls filled with fresh flowers 
and produce. On sunny days a plethora of food 
trucks line the streets.

The cranes will continue to be busy redeveloping 
warehouses into offices, residence and labs. The 
community dynamics and identity of SLU will 
continue to change. As Seattle lets SLU grow, other 
cities should take note: there’s a lot to learn from the 
lakeside transition here. DTC. 
9 - LETTING GROW / SOUTH LAKE UNION © 2014 www.drawntocities.com 



WATCH THIS SPACE  
Developers are understood to be 
planning or building more than 7500 
housing units and 3.9 million square feet 
of office space (Levy 2014).

Following a rezoning approved by Seattle 
City Council in 2013, structures as high as 
400 feet are allowed on Denny Way and 
160-240 foot buildings elsewhere (Levy 
2014).

Vulcan Real Estate proposes to redevelop 
part of Eighth Street into a pedestrian 
oriented street with small parks (Stiles 
2014). 

References
Balk, Gene. 2014. Census: Seattle saw steepest rent hike among major 
U.S. cities. The Seattle Times. 18 September. 

Bellwether. No date. Building Details for: Casa Pacifica Apartments. 

Berg, Nate. 2014. Seattle Wants to Change the Whole Conversation on 
Streetcars. City Lab. 23 September.

Brown, Eliot. The Accidental Real-Estate Tycoon. The Wall Street Journal. 
11 November.  

City of Seattle. 2014a. Urban Center / Village Employment Growth 
Report. 11 August. 

City of Seattle. 2014b. Mayor, Council launch new affordable housing 
effort. 23 September. 

City of Seattle. 2014c. Lake Union Park.

Compass Housing Alliance. No date. Our services. 

Discover SLU. No date a. Welcome to a place where thinking preceded 
building. 

Discover SLU. No date b. Welcome to a neighborhood for people who 
care about the future. 

Discover SLU. 2014. Mary’s Place: The Permanent Need for 
Impermanent Shelter. 10 September. 

Graves, Jen. 2014. Vulcan’s False Forest Is Topped by Spencer Finch’s 
Art. The Stranger, 25 September.  

Johnson, Kirk and Wingfield, Nick. 2013. As Amazon Stretches, Seattle’s 
Downtown Is Reshaped. The New York Times. 25 August. 

Journal Staff. 2014. ‘There is another sky’ in South Lake Union. Daily 
Journal of Commerce. 26 September.  

Katz, Bruce and Wagner, Julie. The Rise of Innovation Districts: A New 
Geography of Innovation in America. Metropolitan Policy Program. 
Brookings. 

Levy, Nat. 2014. What’s ahead for South Lake Union? 7,500 housing 
units and a lot more offices. Daily Journal of Commerce. 20 May. 

Low Income Housing Institute (LIHI). No date a. The Bart Harvey. 

Low Income Housing Institute. No date b. LIHI Properties. 

Low Income Housing Institute. No date c. LIHI Properties. 

Low Income Housing Institute. No date d. LIHI Properties. 

Stiles, Marc. 2014. First look: Vulcan tees up residential tower in Seattle’s 
South Lake Union. Puget Sound Business Journal. 29 September. 

Stiles, Marc. 2014a. In flood of luxury housing, low-income project 
becomes an island in a surprising place. Puget Sound Business Journal. 
1 October. 

Seattle Times Editorial. Editorial: How to keep housing affordable — build 
more. The Seattle Times. 28 September. 

Vulcan. 2014. Fostering Innovation through Neighborhood Development. 
23 July. 

Vulcan. 2013. The Transformation of South Lake Union: Building a City of 
the Future.15 November.

Vulcan. 2011. South Lake Union Urban Center Plan Earns LEED for
Neighborhood Development Certification. 

Walk Score. No date. Living in South Lake Union Seattle. 

10 - LETTING GROW / SOUTH LAKE UNION © 2014 www.drawntocities.com 

http://blogs.seattletimes.com/fyi-guy/2014/09/18/census-seattle-saw-steepest-rent-hike-among-major-u-s-cities/
http://blogs.seattletimes.com/fyi-guy/2014/09/18/census-seattle-saw-steepest-rent-hike-among-major-u-s-cities/
http://www.hrg.org/Search/apt_details_b.aspx?PropertyID=CPLPCAP
http://www.citylab.com/commute/2014/09/seattle-wants-to-change-the-whole-conversation-on-streetcars/380603/
http://www.citylab.com/commute/2014/09/seattle-wants-to-change-the-whole-conversation-on-streetcars/380603/
http://online.wsj.com/articles/the-accidental-real-estate-tycoon-1415738259
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/cs/groups/pan/@pan/documents/web_informational/dpds022046.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/cs/groups/pan/@pan/documents/web_informational/dpds022046.pdf
http://murray.seattle.gov/mayor-council-launch-new-affordable-housing-effort/#sthash.lKUHjUf3.dpbs
http://murray.seattle.gov/mayor-council-launch-new-affordable-housing-effort/#sthash.lKUHjUf3.dpbs
http://www.seattle.gov/parks/park_detail.asp?ID=344
http://www.compasshousingalliance.org/ourservices/permanent-housing/compass-dexter/
http://www.discoverslu.com/why-south-lake-union/
http://www.discoverslu.com/why-south-lake-union/
http://www.discoverslu.com/be-green-here/
http://www.discoverslu.com/be-green-here/
http://www.discoverslu.com/features/marys-place-the-permanent-need-for-brimpermanent-shelter/
http://www.discoverslu.com/features/marys-place-the-permanent-need-for-brimpermanent-shelter/
http://slog.thestranger.com/slog/archives/2014/09/25/vulcans-false-forest-is-topped-by-spencer-finchs-art
http://slog.thestranger.com/slog/archives/2014/09/25/vulcans-false-forest-is-topped-by-spencer-finchs-art
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/26/us/as-amazon-stretches-seattles-downtown-is-reshaped.html?pagewanted=all&_r=1&
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/26/us/as-amazon-stretches-seattles-downtown-is-reshaped.html?pagewanted=all&_r=1&
https://www.djc.com/news/ae/12070240.html
http://www.brookings.edu/about/programs/metro/innovation-districts
http://www.brookings.edu/about/programs/metro/innovation-districts
https://www.djc.com/news/re/12065787.html
https://www.djc.com/news/re/12065787.html
http://www.lihi.org/__prop_BartHarvey0001.html
http://www.lihi.org/__prop_dennyParkAppts0001.html
http://www.lihi.org/__prop_jensenBlockAppts0001.html
http://www.lihi.org/__prop_lakeviewappts0001.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/blog/2014/09/first-look-vulcan-tees-up-residential-tower-in.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/blog/2014/09/first-look-vulcan-tees-up-residential-tower-in.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/blog/2014/10/in-flood-of-luxury-housing-low-income-project.html?page=all
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/blog/2014/10/in-flood-of-luxury-housing-low-income-project.html?page=all
http://seattletimes.com/html/editorials/2024637583_edithousingcommittee26xml.html
http://seattletimes.com/html/editorials/2024637583_edithousingcommittee26xml.html
http://www.vulcan.com/news/articles/2014/innovation-zone-slu-july-2014
http://www.vulcan.com/News/Articles/2013/11/The-Transformation-of-South-Lake-Union-Building-a
http://www.vulcan.com/News/Articles/2013/11/The-Transformation-of-South-Lake-Union-Building-a
http://www.vulcanrealestate.com/assets/press/4.27.11_FINAL_SLU_LEED_ND_Release.pdf
http://www.vulcanrealestate.com/assets/press/4.27.11_FINAL_SLU_LEED_ND_Release.pdf
http://www.walkscore.com/WA/Seattle/South_Lake_Union

